
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES
 

April 10, 2007 
 
 

Chairman Petit called the meeting of the Planning Commission to order at 5 p.m. for the purpose 
of rendering a recommendation to the Ordinance Committee on two proposed ordinances.  The 
following Commission members were in attendance. 
 
     Paul M. Petit, Chairman 
     Paula McFarland, Councilwoman, Vice Chair 
     Corsino Delgado, Finance Director 
     Stephen Devine 
     Charles Rossi 
 
Also attending were Vito Sciolto, City Solicitor; Peter Lapolla, Planning Director, and Attorney 
Robert Murray. 
 
 
Mr. Lapolla explained that last year a similar ordinance to those proposed was introduced by the 
City Council and received a favorable recommendation from the Planning Commission.  At some 
point in the legislative process it was determined that proper advertisement was not done, 
necessitating the City Council to introduce two new ordinances.  The difference in the two 
ordinances is that one proposes term limits for Zoning Board of Review alternates. 
 
Mr. Sciolto further explained that last year that ordinance did pass, however, there was concern 
about flawed notice/advertisement in that a specific time, date and place was not set or 
advertised.   
 
Mr. Murray stated that enabling legislation has not passed; further, the ordinances are not 
consistent with State law. 
 
Ordinance 4-07-1S  Amending Chapter 17.108 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005, 
entitled ‘Zoning Board of Review’ (Additional Alternate Members) 
 
The ordinance seeks to amend the City Zoning Code to change the number of alternate Zoning 
Board of Review members from two (2) to four (4).  The ordinance was introduced by the City 
Council to give the Zoning Board the opportunity to act on items before it when any of the regular 
members must recuse from voting on applications because of conflicts of interest. 
 
The amendment of the City Zoning Ordinance and composition of the Zoning Board requires 
enabling legislation in order to change the number of the alternates on the Board, as governed by 
R.I. Generals Laws 45-24-56.  The City Council has already passed Resolution 2007-4 urging the 
members of the RI General Assembly to introduce and pass legislation amending RIGL 45-24-56 
to allow for four (4) alternate members on the Cranston Zoning Board of Review. 
 



Upon motion made by Mr. Rossi and seconded by Mr. Devine, the Commission unanimously 
voted to adopt the following Findings of Fact and recommend approval of Ordinance #4-07-01S, 
subject to the condition denoted below. 
 
Findings of Fact 
 

1. Ordinance 4-07-1S is generally consistent with the goals and policies statement, 
implementation program and all other applicable elements of the Cranston 
Comprehensive Plan in that the plan does not specifically address the makeup of the 
Zoning Board of Review  

 
2. Ordinance 4-07-1S is consistent with all of the applicable purposes of zoning as 

presented in Section 45-24-30 of the Rhode Island General Laws and Section 17.04.010 
of the Cranston Zoning Code, specifically “N. Providing for efficient review of 
development proposals, to clarify and expedite the zoning approval process.” 

Condition 
 

1. That the general assembly enact special legislation pursuant to Section 45-24-30 
authorizing the additional alternate members. 

 
Aye votes:  Chairman Petit, Mr. Delgado, Mr. Devine, Mr. Rossi and Councilwoman McFarland.  
There were no nay votes.   
 
RE:  Ordinance 4-07-2S - Amending Chapter 17.108 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005,                                
Entitled ‘Zoning Board of Review’ (Additional Alternate Members) (to be appointed for a term of 
one year) 
 
The ordinance seeks to amend the City Zoning Code to change the number of alternate Zoning 
Board of Review members from two (2) to four (4).  The ordinance was introduced by the City 
Council to give the Zoning Board the opportunity to act on items before it when any of the regular 
members must recuse from voting on applications because of conflicts of interest. 
 
This ordinance limits the terms of the four alternate board members to one (1) year. 
 
The amendment of the City Zoning Ordinance and composition of the Zoning Board requires 
enabling legislation in order to change the number of the alternates on the Board, as governed by 
R.I. Generals Laws 45-24-56.  The City Council has already passed Resolution 2007-4 urging the 
members of the RI General Assembly to introduce and pass legislation amending RIGL 45-24-56 
to allow for four (4) alternate members on the Cranston Zoning Board of Review. 
 
Upon motion made by Mr. Rossi and seconded by Mr. Devine, the Commission unanimously 
voted to adopt the following Findings of Fact and recommend approval of Ordinance #4-07-01S, 
subject to the condition denoted below. 
 
Findings of Fact 
 

1. Ordinance 4-07-2S is generally consistent with the goals and policies statement, 
implementation program and all other applicable elements of the Cranston 
Comprehensive Plan in that the plan does not specifically address the makeup of the 
Zoning Board of Review  

 
2. Ordinance 4-07-2S is consistent with all of the applicable purposes of zoning as 

presented in Section 45-24-30 of the Rhode Island General Laws and Section 17.04.010 
of the Cranston Zoning Code, specifically “N. Providing for efficient review of 
development proposals, to clarify and expedite the zoning approval process.” 



Condition 
 

1. That the general assembly enact special legislation pursuant to Section 45-24-30 
authorizing the additional alternate members. 

 
Aye votes:  Chairman Petit, Mr. Delgado, Mr. Devine, Mr. Rossi and Councilwoman McFarland.  
There were no nay votes.   
 
ADJOURNMENT
 
Upon motion made by Councilwoman McFarland and seconded by Mr. Delgado, the Commission 
unanimously voted to adjourn at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jason M. Pezzullo 
Principal Planner/Secretary 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   


